Stage of DeVelopment: First worship +

MPartners

YOU can help!

As a new mission congrega-
tion begins to hold worship
services, you might:

@ Consider the assets your
congregation has that
might be useful.

@ Contribute hymnals or
Bibles in the appropriate
language.

® Add the mission start to
your music and liturgy
license.

@ Encourage your friends
and members of your con-
gregation to worship with
the new ministry and get
acquainted.

@ Supply liturgical furnish-
ings, educational supplies,
microphones, musicians, or
choirs.

@ Provide a space (or $%$
for renting a location) for
worship and meetings.

® Deliver flowers for the
worship service.

@ Join the congregation
for service projects.

@ Offer your talents.
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Congregations Encouraging One Another

Vibrant, involved GPS Faith Community
prepares to organize as congregation

race Lutheran Church, Loves Park,

IMinois, planted GPS Faith Commu-
nity in 2006 in a nearby Machesney Park
movie theater.

GPS (God’s People Serving!) is
where the lattes are optional, the
atmosphere comfortable, the
music admittedly loud, and where
the people passionately reach out
to the community with Jesus’ love!

“Grace Lutheran took a risk fol-
lowing God into the unknown,”
said the Rev. Rob James, GPS’ mis-
sion developer. “The church needs
to do more of this in the 21st cen-
tury.”

GPS took risks, too, when it lost
its worship band. James recounted,
“We let a group of high school stu-
dents play. They did great, including
one teen who started playing drums
with no training.”

“GPS changed my life,” he says, “and
helped me grow as a person. I didn’t
know much about God or church, and I
was curious. I have experienced hard
times in high school and GPS helped
me through them.”
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To provide such transformative min-
istries, the Rev. Brent Dahlseng, Grace’s
pastor and the former ELCA director
for evangelism, encourages constant
communication between mission starts,
sponsoring congregations, synods, and
the ELCA churchwide organization.

Added James, “Not only do we want
your prayers, we want to hear that you
are praying for us.”

People from Grace supported GPS by

"Lively” worship, a supportive community,
and various service opportunities have
drawn people to GPS.

attending worship for the first year.
James reports that the presence of a
mass of people encouraged visitors to
return.

Gifts of quality supplies for Sunday
school, vacation Bible school, and
music ministries—even trailers, would
be appreciated, says James.

Grace currently shares office space
and equipment with GPS as well as a
budget through 2009. The two congre-
gations partner for youth programs and
some worship planning and educational
opportunities.

Now, GPS is preparing to organize as
a congregation in May. GPS’ people
also envision a ministry and worship
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